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seek for pardon, may enter in, and, through the re-
generating influence of the Holy Spirit, be enabled
to bring forth the fruits of righteousness. But they
rather conceive of Christianity as opening the door
of mercy, that those, who on the ground of their own
merits could not have hoped to justify themselves
before God, may yet be admitted for Christ's sake,
on condition of their having previously satisfied the
moderated requisitions of Divine justice. In speaking
to others also of the Gospel scheme, they are apt to
talk too much of terms and performances on our part,
on which we become entitled to an interest in the suf-
ferings of Christ; instead of stating the benefits of
Christ's satisfaction as extended to us freely, " with-
out money and without price."
The practical consequences of these errors  are
such as might be expected.    They tend to prevent
that sense which we ought to entertain of
our own natural misery and helplessness; ^aTeon^"
and that   deep feeling   of  gratitude for guencesof
the merits and intercession of Christ, to
which we are wholly indebted for our re-
conciliation to God, and for the will and ed out.
the power, from first to last, to work out
our own salvation.    They consider it too much in
the light of a contract between two parties, wherein
each, independently of the other, has his own dis-
tinct condition to perform; man—to do his duty ;
God—to justify and accept for Christ's sake.   If
they fail not in the discharge of their condition,
assuredly the condition on God's part will be faith-
fully fulfilled.    Accordingly, we find in fact, that
they who represent the Gospel scheme in the man-
ner above described,  give evidence of the subject
with which their hearts are most filled,  by their
proneness to run into merely moral disquisitions,

